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A new build with a strong sense of family history  
represents the best of both worlds for its owners.

BOTH SIDES NOW, 
AND THEN

Flexibility is the name of the game in the living-room/
dining-room area. Moveable laser-cut metal screens create 
different-sized rooms, while the lighting over the dining-room 
table is on a track, so it can be extended over the length of 

the full table when leaves are added for large parties.

The floating staircase has a metal substructure that allows it to be cantilevered 
over the stairwell and, as such, not attached to the wall. The meticulous align-
ment of the tile, wood and glass panels creates a sense of balance and precision, 
and Trypp, the bichon frise, makes the space even more welcoming.
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T
he home of Bonny and Ken Black is a brand-new build 
that exudes the sense of welcome that you get from older 
heritage homes. In fact, this mid-century-inspired home 
does have deeper roots than other brand-new homes: it 
was built on the site of a previous bungalow that had been 

in the family since the actual mid-century. 
But while the Blacks’ home borrows some elements from what 

came before, it is an entirely new creation. Thoughtful design from 
the outset has resulted in a home created to be useful today, as well 
as into the future as its residents age. It is a large home but also 
very functional with no wasted space — all of the rooms (with the 
exception of the guest bedrooms) are used on a daily basis. 

At every turn, the design and execution of this home displays 
meticulous attention to detail and thoughtful references to family 
history. Some of the details might not be immediately noticeable 
until pointed out by the delighted homeowners, such as the way the 
baseboards have been inset to be flush with the drywall, necessitat-
ing an entire change of building procedure and laser-level precision. 

Careful calibration of materials selected in the foyer has 
ensured that the geometry of the floor tiles, glass stairwell and 
the grain of the walnut panelling are in perfect alignment, adding 
up to a sense of balanced calm in the two-storey gallery space. 
“There are a lot of strong, sharp lines in the architecture, but 
there is also a lot of softness in materials and shapes incorporated,”  

says interior designer Monica Stevens, who worked on the home 
from its conception.

The property, one of several lots sold by the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, was purchased by members of Ken’s family in the 1950s, 
and retaining some elements from his late aunt’s original bunga-
low was important to both Ken and Bonny. Graduate architect 
Robert Ollerenshaw, principal of Section 23 Developments, is a 
family friend of Ken’s since childhood, and he had visited the origi-
nal home when Ken’s aunt was still living there. The build team 
managed to harvest much of the Rundle stone from the original 
fireplace and repurpose it for the Blacks’ outdoor fireplace. The 
former foyer chandeliers were also reused, and the original door 
chimes, although no longer functional, hang alongside other 
pieces of Ken’s aunt’s artwork on the main floor.

The central stairwell features clerestory windows — one of the 
signatures of Ollerenshaw’s architectural designs. The clerestory 
provides natural light and also creates a sense of even more 
height in the centre of the home. The stairwell acts as a natural 
divider in the home, with the public areas of the kitchen, dining 
room and living room on one side and the private spaces, includ-
ing the offices and powder room, on the other. “This is really two 
houses connected by the clerestory,” Ken says.

One thing that may not be fully appreciated at first glance is the 
incredible feat of architecture and engineering of the open staircase. 

Changes in the 
ceiling height 
create a sense 
of drama and 
define the space. 
This also allows 
for the drapery 
track to be hid-
den, creating a 
cleaner line.

Bluerock Gallery
Big city art meets small town heart.

The moment you walk in the door, you’l l know you’ve discovered something 
different. It’s what we hear most often from our visitors. Come see for 
yourself – in one friendly location, you’l l f ind the best of Alberta art.
Open year-round in Black Diamond, Alberta.

www.bluerockgallery.ca
store@bluerockgallery.ca
403.933.5047 

Your Fine Art Specialists …
Helping you buy and sell art since 1983. Hodgins offers the best of both 
worlds: a traditional auction house and all the benefits of real-time web 
bidding. We are always accepting quality consignments.

HODGINSAUCTION.COM
403.252.4362 

advertising feature

INSPIRATION

MOTIVATION

DIRECTION 

Visit a gallery today 

to experience the real 

essence of art in a 

peaceful way.

GALLERY WATCH

Masters Gallery Ltd.
Masters Gallery has specialized in Contemporary and Historical Canadian 
art since 1976. This autumn, an exhibition featuring works by Bratsa 
Bonifacho and James Wyper wil l be on view 
September 19-27.

107 2115 4th Street S.W.
403-245-2064
www.mastersgalleryltd.com
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Ollerenshaw’s vision for the architectural design was very open and 
airy, and having a solid central staircase in the home completely 
went against that idea. “To get it to be open was very challenging,” 
says Ollerenshaw, with typical understatement. Instead of being 
attached to the wall at any point, the walnut stair treads sit on top 
of a metal frame substructure that is cantilevered over the stairwell. 
This allows the stairs to seemingly float in space. At the same time, 
the engineering of the structure ensures that the stairs feel com-
pletely stable, without even a hint of give when you step on them. 
“It took about 10 people to carry in each support,” Ken recalls. 

After a severe car accident, Bonny had been told she might 
never walk again. While she has since recovered her mobility, 
designing the home to accommodate aging in place — without 
sacrificing the sense of style — was forefront in her mind. As such, 
the front door is fully accessible by ramps disguised by thoughtful 
design, the doorsills throughout the home are low profile and an 
elevator allows access from the basement-level parking up to the 
second floor. The first floor was also built to be easily reworked for 
one-level living, should the Blacks ever need it, and the bathrooms 
have the proper wood backing for adding grab bars.

“It makes you feel good to know that the design is not just about 
beautiful aesthetics, but that it’s functional,” says Stevens. 

For the Blacks, employing thoughtful design for now, and for 
their future, has created a home of comfort and ease. As Bonny 
so succinctly put it: “We love this house.”

LEFT The balcony off 
of the main bedroom 
features a gas fireplace 
and moveable screens 
with adjustable louvers, 
allowing the Blacks to 
extend patio season 
into the spring and fall.

BELOW The home is 
painted almost all one 
colour, with a slightly 
different shade used 
in the main-bedroom 
suite. “When [the 
colour] is right, you 
just flow through the 
space and the colour 
envelops you,” says 
interior designer Monica 
Stevens. 

BOTTOM Clerestory 
windows in the central 
staircase allow natural 
light to flood the home, 
a signature of gradu-
ate architect Robert 
Ollerenshaw’s work.

SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2019
200 MOVIES, 12 DAYS, ENDLESS FUN!

TICKETS STARTING FROM $10

CALGARYFILM.COM

CARPET   •   RUGS   •   HARDWOOD   •   andersontuftex.com

CDL South
7265-11 Street SE 
Calgary, AB T2H 2S1

CDL North
11752 Sarcee Trail NW 
Calgary, AB T3R 0A1

CDL Invermere
4B 492 Arrow Road 
Invermere, BC  V0A 1K2

www.carpetandflooring.com

@CDLcalgary
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A TEAM THAT WORKS
The commitment to detail and 

quality in the home of Ken and 

Bonny Black goes much deeper 

than the surface results. This 

is in great deal due to the true 

teamwork of graduate architect 

Robert Ollerenshaw, interior 

designer Monica Stevens and 

contractor Dan McAllister of 

Heritage Custom Builders. The 

three have worked together on 

many projects over a 15-year 

period, and their friendly cooper-

ation and deep respect for each 

other’s work is demonstrated 

by the results they are able to 

get. “It’s a really good team,” 

says Ollerenshaw. “We ended 

up working so well together, 

we just go together from one 

project to another.”

It is clear in speaking with all 

three that they understand what 

expertise each has to offer, and 

through this they are able to get 

the best work out of each other. 

McAllister points out that the 

Blacks were also integral to the 

process. “The clients that Rob 

brings to the table are always 

involved,” he says. “You don’t 

reach this kind of a product if the 

client isn’t as involved as Ken, 

and especially Bonny, were. And 

they were great to work with.”

Even now, five years after 

the home was completed, all 

of the design-and-build team 

members are still involved,  

to a certain degree. 

“We didn’t build a home 

looking for friends,” Ken says, 

“but that’s what we got.”  

Art of Glass
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BY Sarah McMenemy

Style-forward accessories inspired by 
the home of Bonny and Ken Black.

1. Martha Sturdy Boulevard Tray, $840,  
from Domaine Furnishings & Design,  
8, 7130 Fisher Rd. S.E., 403-301-2339,  
domainefurnishings.com 
2. Val St. Lambert crystal hand-blown 
glass lamp, $650, from Circa Vintage Art 
Glass, 1226A 9 Ave. S.E., 403-290-0145, 
circa5060.ca 
3. Orbit glass ball, $75, from Metro Element, 
1221 Kensington Rd. N.W., 403-257-7588, 
metroelement.net  

ABOVE Rundle stone from the original 
bungalow was harvested and repurposed 
for the outdoor fireplace.

RIGHT Laser-cut panels over the eaves-
troughs keep debris from plugging the 
eaves and provide a decorative element 
that is visible from the balcony.

2.
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PAGES 88 TO 94
Architecture by Robert Ollerenshaw, Section 23 
Developments, 1717 9 St. S.W., 403-252-1234, 
section23.com; interior design by Monica  
Stevens Interior Design (MSID), 403-245-0338;  
construction by Heritage Custom Builders Inc. 
2808 12 Ave. N.W., 403-830-3833
Floor tile throughout from Stone Tile West Ltd., 
4040 7 St. S.E., 403-234-7274, stone-tile.com
Living-room screen cut by Metal Alloy Fabricators, 
6060 86 Ave. S.E., 403-279-8958, metalalloy.com
Dining-room chairs designed by MSID; fabricated 
by Arthur Greenwall Fine Furniture Designs to 
the Trade, 2121F 39 Ave. N.E., 403-291-1082, 
arthurgreenwall.com
Pendant light from Vektra (agent supplier of lighting)
Credenza custom-designed by MSID; fabricated by 
Northmount Industries Ltd., Unit 110, 2800 107 
Ave. S.E., 403-243-0200, northmountindustries.com
Countertop by Pacific Stone, Granite & Marble, 
10510 46 St. S.E., 403-238-1100, pacificstone.ca
Art from Newzones Gallery of Contemporary Art, 
730 11 Ave. S.W., 403-266-1972, newzones.com
Lamp from Circa Vintage Art Glass, 1226A 9 Ave. 
S.E., 403-290-0145, circa5060.ca
Plant pot from Kit Interior Objects, 725 11 Ave. 
S.W., 403-508-2533, kitinteriorobjects.com
Lounge chairs and ottomans custom-designed  
by MSID; fabricated by Arthur Greenwall
Lounge fireplace surround custom designed  
by MSID and Section 23; with granite fabricated  
by Pacific Stone, Granite & Marble
Fireplace inserts from Hearth & Home  
Fireplace, 5740 1A St. S.W., 403-258-3732,  
hearthandhomefireplace.com
Rug from Colin Campbell, 5832 Burbank Rd. S.E., 
403-245-9222, colin-campbell.ca
Stairs fabricated by Metal Alloy Fabricators; 
treads from Northmount Industries Ltd.; glass 
from House of Mirrors & Glass, 5555 2 St. S.E.,  
403-253-3777, houseofmirrors.com
Stairwell wall panelling by Northmount Industries Ltd.
Teal glass art from Rubaiyat, 722 17 Ave. S.W., 
403-228-7192, rubaiyatcalgary.com
Living-room chairs, couch and ottoman designed  
by MSID; fabricated by Arthur Greenwall
Living-room credenza and coffee table designed  
by MSID; fabricated by Northmount Industries Ltd. 
Pendant light by Vektra 
Art over credenza by Linda Anderson Stewart from 
Gust Gallery, 112 Waterton Ave., 403-859-2535, 
gustgallery.com
Martha Sturdy bowl from Rubaiyat
Lamps and glass art from Circa Vintage Art Glass
Side table from Kit Interior Objects
Bed frame, chairs, ottoman designed by MSID;  
fabricated by Arthur Greenwall; side tables 
designed by MSID; fabricated by Northmount 
Industries Ltd.
Lighting from The Lighting Centre, 1002 14 St. 
S.W., 403-245-3396, lightcentre.ca
Backyard fireplace by LMent Stone,  
403-988-5538, lmentstone.com
Outdoor furniture from Patioline Forever Outdoor 
Furniture, 6227 Centre St. S.W., 587-316-1595, 
patioline.ca

Trained 
Purveyors 
of Quality 
Decorative 
Hardware

1301 10 ave SW 
Calgary, AB  
403.244.0038  

www.banburylane.com


